CURRICULUM OUTLINE

Week 1 – Summary:  Introduction to the Citizens’ Institute and the Denver DA Office Staff.  Welcome to the Citizens’ Institute and an overview of the next ten weeks.  Deputy District Attorneys and Institute staff will introduce and present a comprehensive overview of the District Attorney’s Office and its fundamental duties.  

Week 2 – Summary:  The Big Picture.  While primetime television shows such as “Law & Order” capture ratings and audiences, they fail to accurately show the many variables that contribute to the investigation and filing of a criminal case, and its progress through the criminal justice system.  The focus of this week is to give a broad overview of the stages of prosecution.

Week 3 – Summary:  The Units of the District Attorney’s Office.  This week is the beginning of a discussion that we will continue through the next two weeks.  We will explain and discuss the various units of the DA’s Office and the nature and volume of cases prosecuted in each unit.  Each section will be followed by a small group exercise 

Week 4 – Summary:  Specialized Unit I.  We continue the discussion begun last week by looking at two of the specialty prosecution units in the District Attorney’s Office.  The specialized units have been developed in response to specific concerns within our community and the need to combine our role as prosecutors with victim and community services as well as with crime prevention efforts.


Week 5 – Summary:  Specialized Units II.  Drug Court, Gang Unit, Economic Crime Unit
Week 6 – Summary:  Victim Resource and Community Focus in the District Attorney’s Office.  The Denver District Attorney’s Office has been a national model for integrating victim and community services into a prosecutor’s office.  This week’s discussion will center on victim rights, victim services, the media, and community programs.

Week 7 – Summary:  “To Insure the Open, Even Handed and Humane Administration of Justice.”  The District Attorney and members of this office have an impact in many aspects of the community.  This week we will discuss some of the issues identified by community members
 as being of concern.

Week 8 – Summary:  Trial.  The court system exists to serve the people by providing an impartial and accessible forum for prosecuting those charged with crimes and enforcing the laws of our state.  Trial is the apex of this system and this week we will explain and discuss the many elements of a trial.

Week 9 – Summary:  Graduation

