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BERE NEWS

DNA tests credited for conviction

Improvements in DNA test technology are being credited by police for the conviction of
a man who raped a woman in a Cheltenham park in 1989.

Dale Burrows, 38, of Ashlands Road, Cheltenham, was sentenced at Worcester Crown Court to
seven years imprisonment for the attack.

Burrows was caught after a DNA sample from a relative was taken after a motoring offence.

Similarities in the DNA profile led officers to arrest him.

We hope this will encourage more victims to come
forward and help us bring these offenders to justice
Det Supt Geoff Brooke

Gloucestershire Police would not release any further details on how the match was made for
"operational reasons"

But it is believed the technique used is familial DNA - based on the fact that individuals who are
related are more likely to have similar DNA.

Speaking after the case, Det Supt Geoff Brookes said "Thanks to the increasing sophistication of
DNA testing it is now possible to investigate and catch those responsible for crimes that may
have happened years or even decades ago.

"This sends out a clear message to criminals that the passing of time can no longer be relied on
to keep you out of jail and we hope this will encourage more victims to come forward and help us
bring these offenders to justice."

Burrows will remain on the sex offenders register for life.
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