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SUPPORTING AFFIDAVIT FOR AT LARGE ARREST WARRANT

[, Detective Kari E Johnson, #97028, of lawful age do swear upon my oath to the facts set forth
below and on 7 continuation pages:

Your affiant, Detective Kari E Johnson, #97028, a Police Officer with the Denver Police
Department, was assigned to investigate allegations of MURDER IN THE FIRST DEGREE in
violation of 18-3-102(1)(a), C.R.S. (F1) and MURDER IN THE FIRST DEGREE in violation of
18-3-102(1)(b), C.R.S. (F1) by STEVEN CUMBERBATCH against RITA DESJARDINE on
DPD offense number 1994666601.

On December 7, 1994 at approximately 10:23 a.m. Denver emergency dispatch (911) received a
call on a possible deceased party at the Broadway Plaza Motel, room #202, located at 1111
Broadway Street in the City and County of Denver. Emergency medical personnel, members of
the Denver Fire Department and the Denver Police Department responded to the scene. They
discovered a female lying on the bed in room #202, and that the victim, who was found
unclothed and partially covered with some of the bedding, appeared to have been assaulted. She
had visible bruising and swelling about her face and on her neck and blood was visible on her
face, body and on the bed and bedding around her. The victim was subsequently pronounced
deceased at the scene at 10:30 am. The victim was later positively identified as Rita Kay
Desjardine, dob:-1958. Mrs. Desjardine was a white female, approximately 5’6, 130
pounds with brown hair and blue eyes.

In the initial investigation- dob: - a-at the moltel,
related the following:
On December 6, 1994, at aiiroximalely 11:00 a.m._ knocked on the door of room

#202 in order to When she received no answer, she left and returned later. After
again receiving no answer to her knock, she used her pass key and opened the door to the room
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and observed a female lying on the bed, observing only her feet. Thinking she was sleeping, -
losed the door and left.

On_December 7, 1994, at approximately 10:30 a.m.,_and her-_
- dob_, also .— at the motel, knocked on the door of room #202.

Upon receiving no answer, they unlocked and opened the door. They both observed the female
lying on the bed in the same position as the day before. They entered the room further and could
see the victim had bruises on her face and that there w the sheets. They exited the

room and contacted the-)f the hotel, || N , who called 911.

The Denver Police Homicide Unit responded to the scene and the case was assigned to Denver
Homicide Detective Gary Hoffman, 70120. The Denver Crime Scene Unit also responded and
documented and collected evidence from room 202. Among other items, that evidence included:

- male and female clothing with suspected blood

- a broken hotel room table with three legs still attached and a matching table leg that had
been separated from the table

- a melal brace/bracket and washer from the bed, consistent with the brackets and washers
that held the three attached table legs to the small table

- a bottom bedsheet recovered from beneath Mrs. Desjardine’s body that contained what
appeared (o be a palm print and finger prints in blood

- a McCormick gin bottle

On December 8, 1994, an aulopsy was conducted by Doctor Thomas Henry, MD, of the Denver
Coroner’s Office. Doctor Henry's completed autopsy report indicated that the victim had inj
that included

determined that the victim died as a result of asphyxia by bmotherlng During the autops
ﬂs of head hair, combed and pulled pubic hair, fingernail scrapings, andﬂ

swabs and smears were collected as evidence.

wrote a statement saying he had assisted the victim in

getting set up with groceries and checked into a room at the Broadway Plaza Motel on December
2, 1994. The victim originally checked into room #201, but later moved to room #202. On
Tuesday, December 6, 1994 at approximately 8:30 a.m.,- had stopped by the
Broadway Plaza Motel on a health and welfare check. He went to room #202 and knocked on
the door several times. There was no answer, but he observed a hand belonging to an African
American individual part the curtain of the wj to the door to room #202, then close the
curtain. When no one answered the door, Mleft and as he got into his vehicle, he
observed a black male come out of room #202. He described this male as approximately 5’8"
with a slender build.

On December 9, 1994,
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On January 31, 1995, Detective Charles Martinez, badge 73038, of the Latent Print Section of
the Crime Laboratory submitted a report stating that during the examination of the bottom
bedsheet they observed a palm print and finger impressions in suspected blood, but at the time of
that report, stated the ridge detail was not enough to make a comparison. The bedsheet was sent
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation and on November 9, 1995, a report was completed and
sent to Detective Donald Vecchi, stating that one latent palm print of value for identification
purposes had been developed from the bloody bottom bedsheet. At that time, no identification to
a possible suspect was made using the latent print.

On November 8, 2004, Denver Police Captain W. Abrams, badge 71063, submitted a request to
the Denver Police Department Crime Laboratory asking that several items be tested to determine
if biological material suitable for DNA comparison existed.

Despite ongoing investigation, the case remained unsolved.

On March 16, 2018, Denver Crime Lab Forensic Scientist Eric Duvall submitted a DNA Unit
Laboratory Report stating the following:

A major male DNA profile (Male 1) had been developed and was present in swabs
and on a gin
ttle collected from the hotel room where the victim was found deceased. The- swabs

would be submitted to CODIS and any matches would be reported.

On July 18, 2018, Denver Crime Lab Forensic Scientist Eric Duvall s itted a CODIS Match
Laboratory Report stating that the major male DNA profile frorerabs

resulted in a CODIS hit to Virginia offender Steven Cumberbatch, and that the match was at 13
or more genetic loci. Mr. Cumberbatch was identified by the following information:

Name: Steven Cumberbatch
DOB: 5/6/1962

Race: African American
Gender: Male

State ID#:;

On July 23, 2018, your Affiant was assigned to this case for follow-up investigation.

Your Alffiant researched Mr. Cumberbatch and confirmed his identifying information. In a
Denver Police Department arrest record from October 31, 1994, the following descriptors for Mr.
Cumberbatch at the time of his arrest were provided:

DOB: 5/6/1962

Height: 58" (the description-gave of the African-American male seen leaving room
#202 on December 6, 1994 was 5'8")

Weight: 180-185 pounds
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that place- in the victim’s hotel room. As of the date of this warrant, the results of
requested DNA comparison are still pending.

To summarize, Mr. Cumberbatch’s DNA was found on a gin bottle that contained both his
DNA and the victim’s fingerprints which was collected inside the victim’s hotel room, as well
as the wabs of Ms. Desjardine. His DNA was also found on the inside

swab of the shorts found immediately next to her bed where her body was located.

Based on the foregoing, your affiant respectfully requests that an At Large Warrant be issued for the
arrest of STEVEN CUMBERBATCH, DOB: 05/06/1962 for MURDER IN THE FIRST
DEGREE in violation of 18-3-102(1)(a), C.R.S. (F1) and MURDER IN THE FIRST DEGREE
in violation of 18-3-102(1)(b), C.R.S. (FI).

[ affirm this information to be true and correct. DQL \4@ fw G2k

AFF]

Subscribed and Sworn to before me this €2 day of W—' » 2020, at the

City and County of Denver, State of Colorado.

My commission expires: 2~/ 2428

/

Ci_3ERT SCOTT HAGAN NOTARY PUBLIC
TNTOTgs\(f:gLLJgIéIE 201 West Colfax Ave., Dept. 801
STA ot DO
v ‘)rw 510l UXPIRES JULY 15, 2023






