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 36 

Preamble 37 

 38 

Your Affiant, Investigator Joseph M. DeAngelo (hereafter referred to in the first person), has been a sworn peace 39 

officer for over 30 years. I currently serve in the capacity of a senior criminal investigator for the Second Judicial 40 

District - Denver County District Attorney’s Office (Denver DA) in the Human Trafficking Unit (HTU). Over 41 

20 years of my tenure has been in the capacity of a criminal investigator which included assignments with the 42 

Colorado Attorney General, chief investigator with the 14th Judicial District Attorney’s Office (Colorado), 43 

detached service with the FBI and county prosecutor/grand jury when employed as a detective with the Fort 44 

Wayne, Indiana Police Department. Additionally, I have two master’s degrees: Psychology - Criminal 45 

Investigations, and Human Development from Regis University and Fielding Graduate University, respectively. 46 

Furthermore, I have a graduate certificate in Child Sex Offender Behavioral Characteristics from Regis 47 

University. Also, I was an adjunct professor at Regis University in the graduate psychology program where I 48 

instructed numerous graduate level college courses generally related to criminal psychology and criminal 49 

investigations.  50 

 51 

Statement of Probable Cause for At Large Arrest Warrant 52 

 53 

The below narrative is related to a Denver DA HTU case investigation.  The Defendant is:  54 

 55 

Murlin Swanston (hereafter referred to as Mr. Swanston)     56 

DOB: 10/24/1976 57 

Sex: Male  58 

Race: Black 59 

Height: 6’02”  60 

Weight: 240 Lbs.  61 

CA Driver’s License:    62 

FBI Number: 98688JB0  63 

SS Number:       64 

Address:  65 

Inglewood, CA 90302-3321 66 

 67 
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Part I (Initial Investigation – First Round of Search Warrants/Follow-up Investigation) 68 

 69 

On 06/15/2024, the Denver Anti-Trafficking Alliance (DATA)1 received the below email, verbatim: 70 

 71 

-----Original Message----- 72 

 73 

From: Denver Anti-Trafficking Alliance <wordpress@denverallianceorg.wpcomstaging.com>  74 

Sent: Saturday, June 15, 2024 8:34 AM 75 

To: Data <Data@denverda.org>;  76 

Subject: Denver Anti-Trafficking Alliance "[your-subject]" 77 

 78 

Reason for Contact: Tip 79 

From: Anonymous  80 

Preferred Contact Method:  81 

 82 

Message Body: 83 

A pimp is harassing myself and my friends.  I want you to be aware of him 84 

 85 

His number.  86 

3109557108 87 

 88 

He's systematically contacting us one by one. Be aware of this individual please. 89 

 90 

The case was initially assigned to Investigator Adam String of the Denver DA HTU.  Commencing 06/20/2024 91 

through to and including 06/23/2024, Investigator String had the below email exchanges with the reporting party 92 

who went and currently goes by the name . Through investigation I later determined that the 93 

individual using the name  is, in fact, a commercial sex worker in the Denver area (discussed later in 94 

the affidavit) and the name  was/is a pseudonym used to post sex ads (hereafter she will be referred 95 

to as ).   96 

 97 

Investigator String emailed  at the listed email address:  The 98 

screenshots  included in the emails to Investigator String, which were screenshots of text exchanges 99 

between  and the suspected pimp propositioning her, are attached to this affidavit – Attachment A): 100 

 101 

Emails between Investigator String and  102 

 103 

Investigator String 104 

 105 

Good afternoon. I was sent the tip below from our DATA tipline. I recognize that it appears you would 106 

like to remain anonymous, but I was hoping for the opportunity to ask you a few questions about the 107 

information surrounding this pimp. It would be really helpful to my investigative efforts, and I'm happy 108 

to chat with you before you provide additional info to let you know how these types of cases come 109 

together. My direct contact information is listed below, and I can answer any questions you have first, if 110 

that would be more comfortable. Thank you for your time, and I hope to talk with you soon! 111 

 112 

 
1 DATA is a collaborative multidisciplinary human trafficking task force comprised of local, state, and federal law enforcement, social services 
agencies, community-based agencies, governmental agencies, medical professionals, advocacy and prevention organizations, and more. 
2  refers to “IG” in the communications. I am aware she was referring to the social media site known as Instagram. 

mailto:wordpress@denverallianceorg.wpcomstaging.com
mailto:Data@denverda.org
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Adam 113 

 114 

 115 

 116 

Am I able to communicate with you via email? 117 

 118 

Investigator String 119 

 120 

If that is what you prefer. I can do email, virtual call or in person. How about we start by email and you 121 

can feel it out how comfortable you are with talking to me? 122 

 123 

I’m Adam. Is it okay if I call you ? 124 

 125 

 126 

 127 

Yes that's Totally fine. 128 

 129 

Yes you can call me  130 

 131 

This Pimp has been contacting and harassing several of my friends and myself.  Within our community 132 

of shared information he's been at this for quite some time.  He tried to make himself appear legitimate by 133 

having a website and IG. I really wanted to bring this to your attention so he doesn't go after any children 134 

(IG is notorious for child trafficking). 135 

 136 

I can tell you that he's using a cell phone that's traceable and registered.  So he's not using a voip or burner 137 

phone.  I think he's based out of Cali since the pictures in his IG account show him associating with crip 138 

gang members and he's making gang signs with his hands.  I'm hoping by passing this information onto 139 

you, you're able to prevent him from going after any vulnerable women and children.  140 

I have the texts that he's sent me if you want to see the screen shots. 141 

Investigator String 142 

 143 

Thanks , and thank you for the information. I would appreciate any screenshots or texts that you 144 

have with this person. Would you mind me asking why you are calling him a pimp? Would any of your 145 

friends be willing to speak with me? 146 

 147 

Ms.  148 

 149 

Hey there Adam!  150 

 151 

I'll include my screenshots of my exchange with him, forgive me I'm very sassy and not very nice 152 

towards him, but I'm never nice to predators. 153 

 154 

Investigator String 155 

 156 

No judgment here. I was more trying to understand what made you choose that word when referring to 157 

him. In reading the text messages, I no longer have any doubt about your choice of terminology. Have 158 

you met him in real life, or only through text/social media?  159 

 160 
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Ms.  161 

 162 

He has only contacted me through my phone by text but he has contacted several other of my friends by 163 

phone and text as well 164 

 165 

Investigator String 166 

 167 

Would your friends be willing to share their screenshots or forward them to you, to forward to me? 168 

  169 

If we were in person, it would be easier to ask this without it coming off in an off-putting way, but do you 170 

know what prompted him to reach out to you and your friends? Is he blasting social media in hopes that 171 

someone responds, or is he looking for specific profiles online? 172 

  173 

I’m not asking to say that it’s your fault he’s contacting you. Just trying to understand what prompted his 174 

attention in your direction. Not sure how to ask that without it coming off like I’m saying it’s your fault. 175 

Not my intention at all. Sometimes, there is no answer to this, but it helps me to know if someone referred 176 

him to you or something like that, so I can start piecing his profile together and coming up with a way for 177 

him to contact me or vice versa on one of my under-cover profiles. Does that make sense? Or if you know 178 

how he got your phone number or anything like that, it would help me. 179 

 180 

Ms.  181 

 182 

I believe this pimp is going after girls just in the area randomly.  183 

 184 

I think he probably contacts every profile on every site he's visiting or he could be looking through 185 

social media websites to find girls. 186 

  187 

I would definitely look into 188 

 189 

skip the games.com 190 

Privatedelights.ch  191 

Megapersonals.eu  192 

 193 

These sires are more susceptible for vulnerable providers,  194 

 195 

Otherwise he's more then likely using IG, snapchat, or review boards.  196 

 197 

I'm not really sure where he contacted me, I'm not currently posting and I don't have an active website or 198 

online presence, so with me, he may have looked through old postings of me or scraper sites  199 

 200 

If he's in California, more then likely he's using Privatedelights.ch  as they are based in California  201 

 202 

I do have a question unrelated, and I know you may not be able to help me but I wanted to know how I 203 

can help a separate situation I keep hearing is going on 204 

 205 

 206 

 207 

 208 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/games.com__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!RAX65kb0JX8ZTWsEqxChS32_xMt5xq__HHUbIP6q1tEC4qTo5Zss9XPI6sDRvAQIS0F_qbWUM4KULeiZesN4LqTUkmRV_Q$
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Posting in Telegram (Included in Attachment A) 209 

 210 

In addition to screenshots of text communication Ms. had with the suspected pimp,3 Ms. also 211 

provided Investigator String a screenshot of electronic discussions commercial sex workers had via Telegram4 212 

about the suspected pimp propositioning them with the same general sales pitch (see below screenshot – dating 213 

back to February 14, 2024): 214 

 215 

 216 
 217 

DeAngelo Assumed Investigation – Contact with Ms.  218 

 219 

On 07/11/2024, I assumed the investigation of this case and emailed Ms. to inquire if she would be willing 220 

to speak with me via a telephone call and eventually in-person. Via a return email Ms. agreed to a phone 221 

call and provided me with her cell phone number of Prior to the call and after the call I reviewed 222 

and conducted extensive follow-up investigation on: 1. all the screenshots Ms. provided to Investigator 223 

String, 2. the cellphone number  received the text messages from, to include the probable identity of 224 

the account holder of same, 3. the cell phone numbers associated with Ms.  4.  the Instagram account as 225 

listed in the text message Ms.  received from the prospective pimp and the data posted from the account, 226 

and 5.  commercial sex ads which were posted online along with the data contained in those ads. 227 

Through that process I tentatively identified the likely sources of the text messages sent to Ms.  as Mr. 228 

Swanston (identification detailed later in the affidavit):    229 

 230 

Mr. Swanston’s Instagram Account  231 

 232 

The initial text message sent to Ms.  which is included in Attachment A, included a link to the following 233 

Instagram account: https://www.instagram.com/royaltykingdesigns/?hl=en (see below initial text message sent to 234 

Ms.  – contained in Attachment A): 235 

 236 

 
3 The pimp was eventually identified as Mr. Swanston; detailed later in this affidavit. 
4 Telegram is a widely used instant messaging app that has gained popularity for its focus on privacy and security. Members can post anonymously.  Ms. 

did not identify the site as Telegram, I determined same through investigation. 
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 237 
 238 

Upon reviewing the account, I noted that the account was associated with a business called Royalty King Designs. 239 

There was no phone number for Royalty King Design posted on the account. There was a website link 240 

(royaltykingdesigns.com) posted on the account; however, the website was not active at the time I initially 241 

checked, however, at the time of this arrest affidavit the site is active. In a recent post on the Instagram account 242 

(05/15/2024) there was an email for prospective customers to contact Royalty King Designs as: 243 

royaltykingdesigns@gmail.com. The email is associated with a modeling business for female clients with a 244 

caption that reads in part: “various paid gigs in the entertainment industry, which means you will conquer the 245 

world to make extra money and become a successful business woman. Let’s win together …”5 (see below 246 

screenshot of the post).  247 

 248 

 249 
 250 

The other images and videos open to the public on Mr. Swanston’s Instagram account included an assortment of 251 

topics that range from: 1. references to commercial sex (numerous references to pimping), 2. rap music, 3. Royalty 252 

King Design (tee-shirt design), 4. advertising photoshoots for women in the industry, 5. Mr. Swanston engaging 253 

in weightlifting, 6. Mr. Swanston flashing large sums of US currency, 7. breeding of pit bulls, and 8. adult men 254 

standing together flashing gang signs. However, most of the recent postings are associated with the commercial 255 

sex trade. Based upon my experience and knowledge of the commercial sex trade, of the latest six posts, five are 256 

directly or indirectly associated with pimping (see below screenshot of the latest six posts): 257 

 
5 Through my experience and training, I understand this is a common type of reference pimps make to prospective commercial sex workers. 

mailto:royaltykingdesigns@gmail.com
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 258 

The videos and images posted related to prostitution included numerous colloquial references to the commercial 259 

sex industry, specifically pimping.  For example, the first video/image, which was posted on 06/11/2024, is a 260 

movie clip from the movie The Mack.  I am personally aware this is a 1973 cult classic related to the commercial 261 

sex industry and the term Mack is routinely referenced by pimps. Colloquially, the term Mack means someone 262 

who can manipulate others into prostitution, keep all proceeds, control the commercial sex workers’ minds 263 

through psychological and/or physical abuse, and be proud about it. Snippets of the movie are often quoted in rap 264 

and hip-hop lyrics (see below posted screenshot image – The Mack and one of his commercial sex workers).  265 

 266 

Additionally, there were posts such as below “Boss up or get Bossed around,” which I am aware, is a colloquial 267 

metaphor used by pimps to solicit commercial sex workers, as was generally used by Mr. Swanston in the initial 268 

text with Ms.  The post was made over 334 weeks ago, which is over 6 years. This is the first clear 269 

reference on the Instagram account related to commercial sex work (see below screenshot).  270 
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 271 

Further, there were numerous depictions of Mr. Swanston in the posted images where he is handling large amounts 272 

of cash and several images of Mr. Swanston, in different settings over extended time, in the company of Snoop 273 

Dogg displaying gang signs (see below screenshots of such examples): 274 

 275 

 276 
 277 

 278 
 279 

One post, posted over 25 weeks prior to this affidavit, which is associated with a picture of Mr. Swanston holding 280 

a large sum of US currency reads verbatim: 281 

 282 
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Now accepting applications for Models, Vixens, Pole Dancers, Money Makers and Upscale 283 

Companions wanna make extra money, elevate, traveling, and having fun simultaneously Get @ 284 

the Boss A.S.A.P. 285 

 286 

25w 287 

 288 

Cell Phone Number  - Associated with Text Messages 289 

I ran the above cell phone number through vetted subscription law enforcement databases along with a vetted 290 

open-source database and determined that the cell phone account holder was: Mr. Swanston out of Inglewood 291 

(Los Angeles County), CA, dating back to at least to 2012 (see below screenshots):  292 

 293 

Cell Phone Number  – Associated with Sex Ads 294 

 295 

Through my position as a HT investigator, I have access to HT databases which scrape commercial sex sites and 296 

preserved the data.  I ran the above cell phone number through that database and located five commercial sex ads 297 

in 2015 which had the above phone number as points of contact for the commercial sex buyer (see below 298 

screenshot of one of the ads which contains two numbers to include the current  299 

 300 

301 
 302 

Identification of Mr. Swanston (DOB: 10/24/1976) 303 

 304 

Through an extensive open source and law enforcement database searches, with the assistance of an analyst from 305 

RISS6, I was able to identify Mr. Swanston (see below screenshot of CA driver’s license and booking photo): 306 

 
6 RISS is composed of six regional centers and the RISS Technology Support Center (RTSC). RISS works regionally and on a nationwide basis to 
respond to the unique crime problems of each region while strengthening the country’s information sharing environment. More than 9,900 local, state, 
federal, and tribal law enforcement and public safety agencies are members of RISS.  
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 307 

The above two government ID images of Mr. Swanston were visually similar to the person depicted in the above 308 

detailed Instagram account. In fact, it is probable the above government images of Mr. Swanston and the 309 

Instagram images depict the same person (Mr. Swanston).  310 

Additionally, numerous databases and email correspondence within Mr. Swanston’s Google account (discussed 311 

later in the affidavit) indicated that he currently resides at:  805 Industrial Ave Apt 22,  Inglewood, CA 90302-312 

3321. This would include numerous deliveries to the residence, bills/utilities, and official government 313 

correspondence from the State of California (see below screenshot on State of California header): 314 

 315 

 316 
 317 

Criminal History of Mr. Swanston 318 

 319 

Mr. Swanston had numerous arrests throughout the general Los Angeles, CA area. The most notable in this 320 

context is the below arrest for Supervise/Etc. Prostitution (see below screenshot of arrest):7 321 

 322 

 323 
 324 

Phone Conversation with  325 

 326 

Senior Deputy DA Morgan of the Denver DA HTU and I had a lengthy telephone conversation with Ms.  327 

on 07/12/2024.  Ms. was cordial throughout, and confirmed she was a commercial sex worker in the 328 

 
7 I am unclear on the disposition of the arrest based upon the criminal history. The court expunged the case due to age of offense. I have ordered the 
police reports on the arrest. Those reports are pending.  

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
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Denver Metro area but was not currently posting commercial sex ads. Further, she currently had a standard 9 to 329 

5 job and now only occasionally engaged in commercial sex work. Ms.  indicated she did not have any 330 

other contact with Mr. Swanston beyond the attached text messages. Ms.  stated she would consider 331 

providing her legal name at a later time. We scheduled a time for a follow-up phone interview, but Ms.  332 

failed to respond and failed to engage with me any further until I obtained her identity.  333 

 334 

Investigation to Identify  335 

 336 

It was material to this investigation to identify Ms.  As part of that process, I ran the cell phone number 337 

and email address Ms.  provided: and  through the 338 

previously described HT commercial sex database.  I located numerous commercial sex ads associated with both. 339 

 340 

The first ad Ms. posted using the email address of was on 02/01/2020. In 341 

the early ads she posted payments for service could be made via Cash app at  (see below 342 

screenshot for one such ad). 343 

 344 

345 
 346 

Material Evidence (First Round of Search Warrants) 347 

 348 

Based upon all the above, I obtained search warrants for: 1. Mr. Swanston’s call data records (CDRs) for his 349 

AT&T cell phone account, 2. Ms. CDRs for her Verizon account, 3. Mr. Swanston’s Instagram account, 350 

4. Ms.  Cash App account, 5. Mr. Swanston’s Google email account, and 6. Ms. Google email 351 

account. As detailed below, I identified Ms. via the return on her Cash App account. As such, I did not 352 

substantively review her Google email account nor her CDRs.  353 

 354 

Part II (Summary of Search Warrant Returns from Part I and Follow-up Investigation) 355 

 356 

Cash App Search Warrant Results - Ms.  357 

 358 

On 08/15/2024, I received the Cash App result from Block, Inc. From the data provided, which included a DMV 359 

photograph of the account holder, I was able to identify Ms.  as .  I located 360 

Ms.  CO DMV Dossier (see below screenshot): 361 

 362 
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363 
 364 

On 08/27/2024, after I learned the identity of  I made telephone contact with her.  365 

) confirmed to me in that conversation that she was, in fact,   366 

 367 

is the first listed victim in this case. Date of offense commenced 06/13/2024 when Mr. Swanston 368 

initiated contact with via text message and ended 06/15/2024, the date they had their final 369 

communication via text message.  370 

 371 

AT&T CDR Search Warrant Results – Mr. Swanston 372 

 373 

On 08/05/2024, AT&T complied with the CDR warrant for Mr. Swanston. A Denver DA digital analyst – Analyst 374 

Chris Gray, a Denver DA intern and I have reviewed the CDRs after Analyst Gray converted the data into a 375 

readable format with vetted software.   376 

 377 

AT&T confirmed that the cell phone was registered to Mr. Swanston since 2009 (see below screenshot of 378 

subscriber information). 379 

 380 

381 
 382 

Through our analysis we determined that over the five-month period provided (the time requested in the search 383 

warrant), Mr. Swanston had just shy of 30,000 text messages and voice calls (attempted and completed) and had 384 

exchanges with over 7,000 different phone numbers. Most of the contacts were text messages, but there were over 385 

900 calls and attempted voice calls.  386 
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I initially conducted a random sample of over a dozen of the cell phone numbers Mr. Swanston sent text messages 387 

to and ran those cell numbers through the above-described HT database.  Every single cell number in the random 388 

sample was associated with a commercial sex ad. 389 

 390 

The Denver DA intern and I ran the 720 and 303 numbers (prefix numbers for the Denver metro area) and located 391 

over 80 different numbers and each of the 80 were associated with commercial sex ads. Most of the sex ads were 392 

for females promoting themselves for prostitution in Denver metro area; however, a few were outside the state of 393 

Colorado. All were texts; however, two of the 80 also attempted incoming phone calls to Mr. Swanston’s cell.   394 

 395 

Although the content of the texts is unknown (AT&T does not provide text content), based upon the evidence 396 

presented in Part I of this affidavit and Attachment A (screenshots of text exchanges  had with Mr. 397 

Swanston and the Telegram postings), and the fact that every number searched was associated with a commercial 398 

sex advertisement, at this point in the investigation I determined it was probable Mr. Swanston had propositioned 399 

the women in the Denver metro area to work for him (pimp/commercial sex worker relationship).  400 

 401 

I also ran a small random sample of the phone numbers associated with the voice calls. In that sample 402 

approximately half the calls (incoming and outgoing) were associated with commercial sex ads.  403 

 404 

Instagram Search Warrant Results – Mr. Swanston 405 

 406 

Upon receipt of the data from Meta (Instagram parent company) I had Analyst Gray convert the data into a 407 

readable Excel spreadsheet format via vetted software. Analyst Gray, a Denver DA intern, and I reviewed the 408 

volume of data within Mr. Swanston’s Instagram account. Like the CDRs, Mr. Swanston was contacting scores 409 

of females via private messenger (person to person messages) who were presenting in a manner consistent with 410 

commercial sex workers on their Instagram account. The initial refrain Mr. Swanston sent to the females was 411 

(which slightly changed over time – first message sent 07/22/2021):  412 

 413 

Hello luv. I like how you look and your style. I can help you get yourself brand better to gain 414 

exposure and visibility, giving your model/talent career a bit of boost to make serious cash daily.. 415 

Let me know if you need anything, let’s work? 416 

 417 

Below is a screenshot which represents the general repetitive nature of his private messages to the suspected 418 

commercial sex workers. There were 549 excel cells which started messages off with “Hello luv. I like how you 419 

look” (see below screenshot). 420 

 421 

422 
 423 

Below is an example of one of Mr. Swanston’s responses to a suspected commercial sex workers who engaged 424 

with him in the private messages (see below screenshot).8  425 

 
8 Related to the below response, through my training and experience I am aware that: 1. the term Gorilla P is a colloquialism in the industry which 

means violent pimp, 2. 304 means hoe (prostitute), and 3. wrong T in this context probably means a trick (customer) who did not pay and/or beat the 
commercial sex worker. 
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426 
427 

In March 2024, Mr. Swanston had the below terse private message exchange with who appeared to be a relative 428 

of his (possibly uncle – referred to Mr. Swanston as nefew [sic]).  The tone of the conversation is that Mr. 429 

Swanston wanted his uncle to send commercial sex workers to him (Mr. Swanston), as Mr. Swanston had done 430 

for his uncle in the past, so Mr. Swanston could pimp the commercial sex workers. The uncle indicated he was 431 

retired from pimping and admonished Mr. Swanston for texting such incriminating requests, “You are a walking 432 

indictment …”9  (see below screenshot - Mr. Swanston’s comments are in the dark grey). 433 

 434 

 435 

 
9 As previously discussed, 304 is a colloquialism for hoe or prostitute.  16 is a colloquialism for pimp (P is the 16th letter in the alphabet – P is short for 
pimp).   
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Mr. Swanston also had the following posts (photos of himself) which were archived in this account (both posts 436 

were made in May 2024 – see below screenshot).10 437 

 438 

 439 
 440 

Additionally, the below Instagram account belonging to a female who identifies as  441 

posted the following comments verbatim on one of Mr. Swanston’s photos on 06/06/2024 (I am unclear at this 442 

time which photo the below were made on, as the photos and/or comments appear to have been removed by Mr. 443 

Swanston – see below).   444 

    445 

LMAOOO WANNA BE ASS PIMP 

SIMP MF WANNA BE NO HUSTLE OF YA OWN 

HE IS A HUMAN TRAFFICKING MF ITS PROVEN I HAVE ALL 
THE SCREENSHOTS DM ME IF NEEDED 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING RING HERE 

He likes to talk about his pimping and when you say no he gets 

extremely violent!!!!!🔥🔥🔥🔥🔥🔥 

HE TRIES TO FORCE YOU INTO PROSTITUTION LIKE 
PHYSICALLY FORCE YOU THEN SAYS HE WILL KILL YOUR 

FAMILY IF YOU DONT 

 446 

 
10 Through my training and experience, I am aware that Backpage and Craigslist were primary hubs for commercial sex workers and pimps to post 
commercial sex ads. Backpage was shut down by the U.S. Department of Justice in 2018. 
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I located the account associated with the above posting, which is private and only shows her profile (see below 447 

screenshot): 448 

 449 

 450 
Below were the IP addresses most recently used to log into the Instagram account.  451 

 452 

IP Address 453 

  

 

 456 

 457 

IP Address 458 

 459 

  

 461 

 462 

IP Address 463 

  

Time 465 

 466 

 467 

I ran the IP addresses through a vetted open-source IP address locator and determined all three addresses were 468 

AT&T IP addresses in Inglewood, CA (see below screenshot): 469 

 470 

471 
 472 

Google Search Warrant Results – Mr. Swanston  473 

 474 

Upon receipt of the data from Google, I had Analyst Gray convert the data into a readable format with vetted 475 

software. Analyst Gray noted that there were email exchanges Mr. Swanston had with an attorney which would 476 

be considered privileged information. As such, prior to me viewing any of the data, other members of the Denver 477 

DA had the entire Google account reviewed by an outside third-party entity which removed all privileged 478 
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communications prior to me viewing the account data (I was purposely not involved in any part of the process, 479 

and I am unaware of who the outside entity was that removed the communications).  This process took several 480 

weeks. As such, I just recently have been able to start to review the Google account. Due to the volume of data 481 

(over 54,000 emails, many thousands of Google searches etcetera), I have only been able to review a small portion 482 

of the total data. However, in my initial review I noted the following: 483 

 484 

1. Mr. Swanston’s account is full of material which indicated Mr. Swanston is the sole owner/operator of  485 

the account such as: Mr. Swanston’s resume, numerous bills addressed to Mr. Swanston, numerous 486 

correspondence addressed to Mr. Swanston, training diets and routines specific to Mr. Swanston, videos 487 

of Mr. Swanston engaged in online communications (Mr. Swanston is hard of hearing but can read lips 488 

and engaged online via video chats which were preserved with his images), etcetera. I found no evidence 489 

that anyone else was associated with the account. 490 

2. Mr. Swanston’s Gmail was used on several occasions to reset password to the above discussed Instagram 491 

account. Indicating the same individual is operating both accounts.  492 

3. Mr. Swanston had numerous exchanges with commercial sex workers via texting (I was only able to view 493 

the commercial sex workers part of the conversation).  From what was visible, it was clear Mr. Swanston 494 

paid for sex with commercial sex workers on numerous occasions.11  495 

4. Mr. Swanston routinely searched sites identified as human trafficking sites; sites where commercial sex 496 

workers post ads (i.e. Erotic Monkey, USA Escorts, etc.). In fact, he had 492 such searches.  Many of the 497 

searches correspond to dates when Mr. Swanston was contacting commercial sex workers identified in 498 

this investigation. It appeared to me, from these searches, is where Mr. Swanston initiated the process to 499 

locate the commercial sex workers he contacted. 500 

5. Mr. Swanston had a chain email he continually sent to himself and added to each with the subject line: 501 

“The Game God.” The content was something like a diary or ongoing blog of sorts, where he narrated 502 

some of his conversations with prospective commercial sex workers along with all manner and variety of 503 

similar commentary related to his pimping career. The narration, when converted to a word document, 504 

was 116 pages and dated back to when he had a Myspace Blog. Due to the length, I have not read the 505 

entire narrative. I did word searches and discovered Mr. Swanston used the word “pimp” 272 times, “hoe” 506 

266 times.  Below is verbatim page #2 of the narrative: 507 

 508 

 509 
 510 

Bitch is you really tryna hoe for me or is you tryna buss a rap for me smph 511 

 512 

Bring something of real value to the table 513 

 514 

The pimping and hoeing is a lifestyle play by the Rules and Regulations of the GAME! 515 

 516 

It’s not against the rules to choose! 517 

 518 

May the Game God continue to bless the GAME keep us away from lames 519 

 520 

I’m glad I’m way past needing validation and I’m glad my bf long enough to where I could 521 

careless about a broke bitch judgement 522 

 
11 I am aware it is a common tactic for pimps to purchase sex from commercial sex workers to recruit the sex worker for a 
pimp/commercial sex worker relationship. It is unknown it that was what Mr. Swanston was doing.   
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If it ain’t a Pimp then it ain’t real. 523 

 524 

If you hoes tires of loosubgvtheb it’s time to start choosing 525 

 526 

I’m always asking for it, but will never chase you or harass you for it. This shit by choice 527 

hoe 528 

 529 

P is my profession How can you try to rename some shit that been EST 530 

 531 

No square shit no toxic behavior then we will have no problems and will be together very 532 

long time 533 

 534 

Pussy peddlers and fags they not heaux till she follow instructions 535 

 536 

I really get a bag a big bag so if you can’t keep up or trap up stay away! Too much motions 537 

 538 

This is my life is to pimp you and every single bitches from all over the world like a real 539 

Boss 540 

 541 

But steady talking about 304 this and 304 that fuck off.. 542 

 543 

I’m busy trying catch a down bitch to pop out with on the street 544 

 545 

Part III (IP Address & Instagram Account for  – Search Warrant/Follow-up Investigation) 546 

 547 

IP Address Search Warrant Results – Mr. Swanston 548 

 549 

It was material to this investigation to identify the account holder of the AT&T IP addresses which were used to 550 

recently log into Mr. Swanston’s Instagram account on the dates/times listed. For if the IP address was in the 551 

name of Mr. Swanston, that would be additional evidence that Mr. Swanston was the individual sending/posting 552 

the above-described content.  As such, I obtained a search warrant for the above IP address through AT&T.  On 553 

08/15/2024, AT&T responded and identified the account holder as Murlin Swanston with the same Google email 554 

address detailed in section I of this affidavit (see below screenshot): 555 

 556 

 557 
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Instagram Search Warrant Results -  558 

 559 

It was material to this ongoing investigation to obtain the identity of the Instagram account holder in the name of 560 

 because the account holder of  indicated a personal knowledge 561 

of the violent nature of Mr. Swanston’s activities related to his alleged pimping/human trafficking. To collect the 562 

firsthand account of , and preserve any evidence, I had to first identify her through the 563 

Instagram account.     564 

 565 

  

as the individual who posted the below on Mr. Swanston’s Instagram account from the  567 

Instagram account (see below screenshot of   568 

 569 

570 
 571 

On 09/02/2024, I conducted a recorded telephone interview with  confirmed that 572 

she was a commercial sex worker in the Tulsa, Oklahoma area.  was contacted by Mr. Swanston 573 

via text message, which she assumed he obtained through her posted commercial sex ads.  Mr. Swanston 574 

propositioned her for commercial sex work/pimp relationship. They had several terse exchanges.  As a result, Ms. 575 

posted the above discussed comments on Mr. Swanston’s Instagram account.   provided 576 

me with the preserved screenshots of her exchanges with Mr. Swanston.  A representative example of the 577 

exchanges is below (see below screenshot –  the blue bubble on right, Mr. Swanston black bubble 578 

on left): 579 

580 

While in the process of authoring this affidavit, on Sunday 10/13/2024,  sent me the below text 581 

messages indicating a commercial sex worker posted the following on 10/12/2024 to Facebook on a private group 582 

for commercial sex workers (recent attempt by Mr. Swanston to recruit a commercial sex worker): 583 
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584 

Part IV – Identification of Second Commercial Sex Worker in Denver 585 

It was material to this investigation to identify additional commercial sex workers in the Denver area that were 586 

contacted by Mr. Swanston and if possible, obtain and preserve the digital communications between the two of 587 

them. The process of identifying commercial sex workers is difficult due to the fact the commercial sex workers 588 

most often use pseudonyms in the sex ads and further often heavily filter their posted images. Additionally, most 589 

of the commercial sex workers use VOIP cell phone numbers (broadband Internet connection instead of a regular 590 

or analog phone line) or similar type computer applications such as TextNow, which have limited or no available 591 

subscriber information, to conceal their real identity from law enforcement and others.    592 

 593 

As such, I concentrated my efforts on commercial sex workers who had significant interaction with Mr. Swanston, 594 

as previously detailed by Mr. Swanston’s CDRs. As detailed below, on 06/13/2024, the individual with cell phone 595 

number  had over 40 text exchanges with Mr. Swanston (see below screenshot of spreadsheet 596 

detailing the calls):  597 

 598 

599 
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I ran the above cell phone number through the HT database and located numerous commercial sex ads for an 600 

individual identifying as  - see below screenshots of ad and 601 

Cash App payment method): 602 

 603 

604 

605 
 606 

I had my Denver DA HTU investigator colleague, Investigator Adam String, attempt to set up a commercial sex 607 

date with  with his undercover (UC) credentials. In that effort Investigator String and  608 

exchanged numerous text messages associated with the attempted commercial sex transaction, to include Ms. 609 

 quoting Investigator String prices for various sexual services. As a routine part of online commercial sex 610 

transaction,  required Investigator String provided her with a photo ID (this is a common practice of 611 

commercial sex workers to protect themselves and avoid law enforcement). Investigator String sent  612 

a picture of his UC Colorado driver’s license.  ran a Google search on the address listed on the license 613 

and determined same was not a legitimate address.  subsequently abandoned the transaction and 614 

advised Investigator String of same.   615 

 616 

After the above failed transaction, I obtained a search warrant for  above Cash App account. Block, 617 

Inc., complied with the warrant and from the data I was able to identify  618 

 619 

 620 

621 
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From there I obtained a search warrant to seize  physical cell phone to collect and preserve the 622 

electronic communications she had with Mr. Swanston. On 09/30/2024, I located  in the evening hours 623 

at her residence in the city of Aurora.  was cooperative but nervous. After explaining the purpose of the 624 

contact  indicated she had specific memory of her exchanges with Mr. Swanston, and she agreed to let 625 

me take screenshots of the text communications she had with Mr. Swanston in exchange for me not seizing her 626 

cell phone. After taking the screenshots I provided  with the search warrant and return.    627 

 628 

While on scene with  she further explained to me that she used TextNow app, and as such the text 629 

message disappear in sequential order after a period of time (a feature with TextNow app).  As such, a few of the 630 

initial text exchanges she had with Mr. Swanston had already disappeared, but  explained that Mr. 631 

Swanston introduced himself to  in the same general manner he introduced himself to the scores of other 632 

commercial sex workers, as discussed earlier in this affidavit.   633 

 634 

 further explained to me that in the text exchanges she had with Mr. Swanston, she told Mr. Swanston 635 

she had a16-year-old sister and would need to bring the 16-year-old sister along with her to Los Angeles. Ms. 636 

explained to me that text message to Mr. Swanston was a false statement (she did not actually have a 16-637 

year-old sister); she was just playing Mr. Swanston (that exchange was preserved in the text message).  However, 638 

Mr. Swanston seemed to buy into the 16-year-old sister idea and responded to , “is she gonna hoe up 639 

for me?”   From there they had a series of very terse exchanges with Mr. Swanston ending the conversation by 640 

stating, “You just waste my time you ain’t no real hoe because real hoes submit to a Pimp because they submit to 641 

the GAME that been an established since the beginning of time!! Don’t hate the players learn the GAME before 642 

you making moves.  I didn’t write the scriptures I read that mf and live by them!” Below are the screenshots of 643 

the two discussed exchanges as preserved on  communication are in blue 644 

bubble). 645 

 646 

647 
 648 

 is the second listed victim in this case. Date of offense commenced 06/13/2024 when Mr. Swanston 649 

initiated contact with  via text message and ended on 06/13/2024 with Mr. Swanston’s final message.  650 

 651 

 652 

 653 
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Part V Summation/Conclusion12 654 

Summation  655 

 656 

1. In June 2024, an anonymous commercial sex worker in the Denver metro area reported to the Denver DA, 657 

“A pimp is harassing myself and my friends.  I want you to be aware of him His number.  658 

He's systematically contacting us one by one. Be aware of this individual please.” 659 

2. Through investigation, which included numerous search warrants, that pimp was identified as: Mr. Murlin 660 

Swanston (DOB: 10/14/1976), who resides at  Mr. 661 

Swanston’s cell phone number was/is . The cell phone was/is registered to AT&T in Mr. 662 

Swanston’s name since 2009.  663 

3. The cell phone number  had been listed as a point of contact on commercial sex ads during 664 

the time the cell phone was in Mr. Swanston’s name. 665 

4. Mr. Swanston used that cell number to contact thousands of commercial sex workers via text messages 666 

throughout the United States to recruit them to work for him in a pimp/commercial sex worker 667 

relationship. The electronic trails of the text messages are preserved and part of the case file. Through this 668 

investigation I identified and interviewed three such commercial sex workers.  Two of those commercials 669 

sex workers  at the time of offense (06/13-15/2024) had a direct 670 

nexus to the City and County of Denver. Mr. Swanston’s communications with  671 

 (along with the third commercial sex worker in Oklahoma) are preserved and part of the casefile. 672 

All three commercial sex workers were interviewed and confirmed the attempted pimping on the part of 673 

Mr. Swanston. Through the investigation  was determined to be the anonymous reporting 674 

party. 675 

5. Mr. Swanston operated the Instagram account royaltykingsdesigns. The Instagram account was, and still 676 

is at the time of this affidavit, filled with direct and indirect references to commercial sex work, 677 

specifically pimping and Mr. Swanston’s role as a pimp. Mr. Swanston used the account, via person-to-678 

person communications (messenger), to contact thousands of suspected commercial sex workers 679 

throughout the United States in an effort to recruit them to work for him in a pimp/commercial sex worker 680 

relationship. Those communications are preserved and part of this case file. Mr. Swanston also had 681 

communications with a suspected relative/pimp in which Mr. Swanston detailed his history as a pimp and 682 

had requested his relative/pimp provide him (Mr. Swanston) with commercial sex workers so Mr. 683 

Swanston could pimp the workers. Mr. Swanston added that he had done the same in the past for the 684 

relative/pimp and wanted the relative/pimp to reciprocate. Mr. Swanston’s relative/pimp responded that 685 

he was retired from pimping and told Mr. Swanston he (Mr. Swanston) was “a walking indictment” 686 

regarding all the online recruiting activity.  687 

6. Mr. Swanston operates a Google account with the email royaltykingdesigns@gmail.com. Within that 688 

account Mr. Swanston maintained a diary/blog of his pimping history that is over 100 pages in a Microsoft 689 

Word document. That diary/blog is preserved and part of the case file, along with all the content in the 690 

Google account.  691 

7. The totality of all the data within the Google, Instagram and AT&T cell phone accounts indicated that Mr. 692 

Swanston was the sole operator of all three accounts.  693 

8. Mr. Swanston had an arrest for supervising prostitution in 2005.  694 
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9. On Sunday, 10/13/2024, screenshots were provided to me of communications from Mr. Swanston’s cell 695 

phone to a yet to be identified commercial sex worker. That yet to be identified commercial sex worker 696 

posted those communications on Facebook on a private group chat for commercial sex workers. The 697 

communications by Mr. Swanston, to the yet to be identified commercial sex worker, was initiated by Mr. 698 

Swanston on 10/12/2024. The screenshots were provided to me by one of the commercial sex workers 699 

interviewed in this case, who is a member of the private chat group. Hence, the evidence indicated that 700 

Mr. Swanston is still actively recruiting commercial sex workers at the time I was drafting this affidavit. 701 

 702 

Conclusion 703 

 704 

Based upon all the above I pray the Honorable Court finds probable cause to believe that Mr. Swanston has 705 

committed two counts of attempted Pimping - C.R.S. §18-7-206 (F4), (one for each victim,  706 

and ) that occurred on 06/13/2024 through to 06/15/2024, with a direct nexus to the City of 707 

Denver, State of Colorado. Further, I pray the Honorable Court grants the requested for the At Large Arrest 708 

Warrant for Mr. Swanston.  709 

 710 

I state under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best my knowledge and belief, and that 711 

this declaration was executed on the date listed below. 712 

 713 
 714 
 715 
 716 
 717 
 718 
 719 
 720 
 721 
 722 
 723 
 724 
 725 
 726 
 727 
 728 
 729 
 730 
 731 
 732 
 733 
 734 
 735 
 736 
 737 
 738 
 739 
 740 
 741 
 742 
 743 
 744 
 745 
 746 
 747 

 748 
 749 
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This affidavit has been reviewed and approved by Senior DDA Morgan of the Denver District Attorney’s Office. 750 

 751 

I affirm this information to be true and correct:      /s/ Joseph M. DeAngelo  DA - 98 752 

  
Subscribed under oath before me on 753 

 Date         Time 
 754 

 Judge or Notary Public 
  
  

My commission expires:  

 755 

ARREST WARRANT 756 

To all Sheriffs, Peace Officers and Police Officers with the said State: 757 

 758 

You are hereby commanded to take Murlin Swanston (DOB: 10/24/1976; Sex: Male; Race: Black; Height: 759 

6’02”; Weight: 240 Lbs.; CA Driver’s License Number: B3243485; FBI Number: 98688JB0; SS# 760 

) into custody for two counts of attempted Pimping - C.R.S. §18-7-206 (F4), that occurred on 06/13/2024 761 

through to 06/15/2024 and bring him without unnecessary delay before a Judge of the County Court to be dealt 762 

with according to law. 763 

 764 

Bail fixed at      $   

  Signature of Judge 
   
Date   

  Printed name of Judge 
 765 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that I executed the above warrant on (date) _______________  by taking Murlin Swanston, 766 

DOB: 10/24/1976, into custody and placing said person in the __________ Jail for safekeeping until further order 767 

of the court. 768 

 769 

 Signature of Arresting Officer 
 770 

10/24/24 1345

1st Appearance

10/24/24 David Blackett
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